
Explicit instruction of math vocabulary 
is critical for students as they build their 
understanding of concepts and skills. 
Unique learners often struggle with 
comprehension, making it even more 
important to incorporate vocabulary into  
math instruction.
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When deciding what math vocabulary to teach, 
choose age- and grade-appropriate words that 
target the lesson’s objective and skill while providing 
opportunities for students to build comprehension 
and communication skills on math topics.
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Incorporating research-based strategies like the 
Frayer Model helps students of all ability levels to 
organize and comprehend new words visually.
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To be effective, explicit vocabulary instruction 
should be purposeful and deliberate. Teacher 
modeling is a great way for students to hear and 
see examples of how to do the lesson’s objective. 
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Using the gradual release of responsibility 
approach—or “I do, We do, You do”—gives 
students the opportunity to gain explicit teacher 
feedback as they move toward independence.

Provide opportunities to generalize the new 
vocabulary words in review and extension 
activities. This allows students to get creative, 
think analytically, and develop as mathematicians. 


